“WORKING TOGETHER WITH GOD”

b. It’s important that we see that we are co-laborers, meaning that
apart from Christ our work is not complete, and at the same time,
amazingly, His work on earth is not complete without us.

¢. God looks to His children as contributors to what He is doing, not
just robots carrying out His ideas.

d. I submit that God is actually interested in your desires and dreams
and has opened up His plan on this planet to your input and
influence.

5. To the religious this sounds almost blasphemous.

6. Many of us, including myself, have prayed prayers in the past that
say, “Oh God, take over my will!”

a. [ totally agree with Bill Johnson who said, “That is easily one of
the stupidest prayers anyone can pray.”

b. It totally devalues our will, which is one of the greatest things God
ever created.

¢. Your will is so valuable that He wouldn’t violate it even at the cost
of His own Son.

7. You and I are the pearls of great price. Think on this, without an
independent will, we become animated playthings, dolls, programmed
toys.

a. But with a free will, we become lovers of God and willing co-
laborers with Him.

b. And when we co-labor with Him, our ideas can literally change
the course of history.

{LESSON NUMBER 2} {8/1/2010}

“WHEN MEN CO-LABOR WITH GOD”

C. The Bible shows us how co-laboring works.
1. God made His people to “‘be fruitful and multiply,” and He did this
through the new birth.
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2. InJohn 1:12-13 the Word states “...children of God...who were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.”

a. It would be very difficult for me to try to explain just how special this
is, but I will tell you what it encompasses.

3. As Son and Daughters of God, He intends for us to establish His
Kingdom on this earth, and is willing to co-labor with us in doing so.

a. God could easily take dominion of this earth in a moment, but His
glory and love are most fully expressed when His rule is extended
through His covenant relationship with those He made in His image.

4. When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden, He commissioned them
to be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it (Gen. 1:28).

a. There can be no doubt, two people were not enough to rule the planet.

b. God wanted the earth filled with those made in His image who would
co-labor with Him and bring the earth under the influence of the King
and His Kingdom.

5. At the creation God let Adam name all of the animals (see Gen. 2:19).
a. Names in those days were more than just cute labels given to

distinguish the creatures.
b. Names were assigned according to character. They indicated what
kind of being this would be.

6. When God gave Adam the privilege and responsibility of naming all
of the animals, He was inviting him to assign character and nature to
those creatures he would spend his life with.

7. God created it all; Adam added his creative expression by giving the
animals certain natures. That’s co-laboring.

D. Moses presents another example of a man who co-labored with God.

1. Here was a man who had a very intimate relationship and fellowship
with God.
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a. He experienced God face-to face, even mouth-to mouth.
2. Let’s look and see how that relationship worked?

a. In Exodus 32:7-10 we read; ‘“Go, get down! For your people
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt have corrupted
themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them. They have made themselves a
molded calf, and worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said,
“This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!”.... I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-
necked people! Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath
may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I
will make of you a great nation.”

b. Moses responded, ‘“Lord, why does Your wrath burn hot
against Your people whom You have brought out of the land
of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why
should the Egyptians speak, and say, ‘“‘He brought them out to
harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath,
and relent from this harm to Your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom you
swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have
spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it
forever.”

¢. God’s response? “‘So the Lord relented from the harm which
He said He would do to His people (Exodus 32:14).

3. This story is a breathtaking interaction. God wasn’t playing some
psychological game. He wasn’t using reverse psychology to steer

Moses to the right conclusion.
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<V

. What was happening? He was interacting with Moses as a friend.

b. This was a conversation between intimates, not servant and
master.

c¢. Jesus affirmed that we have this kind of relationship with God
throughout John 14, 15, and 16: No longer do I call you servants,
for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I
have called you friends, for all things that I heard from My
Father I have made known to you (John 15:15).

d. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it (John 14:14). If
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask
what you desire, and it shall be done for you (John 15:7).

. Servants aren’t co-laborers, friends are. There are major differences

between the mentality of each.

a. A servant is task-oriented, wanting to know exactly what is
required so he or she can do it.

b. But the servant doesn’t know the master’s business from the
inside.

c¢. This is hard for us to understand because we don’t have servants
today.

d. But imagine that you did have people living in your household
who served you and carried out your will.

e. A servant would know certain things about you, like your hobbies,
whether you liked going to baseball games or out fishing, what
you liked for dinner, what time you wanted coffee in the morning
or evening,

f. But a servant would not share personal times with you.

g. He wouldn’t comfort you in your down times; you wouldn’t invite

the servant in to discuss family problems or major business

decisions, or even minor ones.
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5. God has elevated us from servants to friends.

a. He invites us into a relationship that goes beyond employer-
employee interactions.

b. He is willing for us to engage Him...to change His mind, to direct
His ideas, to share in His unfolding creative work.

¢. He doesn’t lack for ideas. He just enjoys our participation.

6. The way I see it is that when servants become friends of God they
don’t lose their humility and obedience, but something does change
and that is their relational perspective.

a. Let me explain; there is a point in our relationship with God where
obedience is no longer the primary issue.

b. To some of you that probably sounds blasphemous, but it’s really
a deep truth God wants to reveal to his children in the church.

¢. The truth is, there are levels of relationship and fellowship with
God that many of us have not conceived, much less experienced.

d. And, until we do, our co-laboring with Him will be more limited
than it needs to be.

7. Please remember, communication with the Spirit was the secret to
Christ’s ministry, and it is the secret to ours.

{LESSON NUMBER 3} {8/8/2010}

“RADICAL OBEDIENCE”

II. When we learn to co-labor with Jesus we bring Him on the inside of us and
that brings victory inside of us, because it replaces un-renewed patterns of
thinking and behavior with those of the Kingdom.

A. This promotes “radical obedience” and this is the perspective that
enables us to hold nothing back from God, to live passionately and
sacrificially in our daily lives, just as Jesus did on this earth.

1. Unless we are walking in radical obedience, we will not make radical
efforts in battle. We will back out of them.
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